


January 1, 2021 

THE PRESENCE OF GOD 

During the month of January, we are going to explore the various ways we can experience God’s 
presence as well as some of the ways people of the Bible did. God's presence carries a wide 
range of meaning. It may be something people fear. Adam and Eve's sinfulness drove them to 
hide from the Lord in the garden of Eden. Genesis 3:8 (NIV), “Then the man and his wife heard 
the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid 
from the Lord God among the trees of the garden.”  

Gods holiness cast light on Isaiah's sinfulness. Isaiah 6:5 (NIV), “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am 
ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes 
have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”  

Many people who encountered God or his angel feared for their lives. Judges 13:22, “We are 
doomed to die!” he said to his wife. “We have seen God!” Luke 1:11-12, 2:9, “Then an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw 
him, he was startled and was gripped with fear.” “An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.”  

Others tried unsuccessfully to escape his presence. Jonah 1:3, “But Jonah ran away from the 
Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that 
port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord. 

As God displays his presence through his great power, the whole earth trembles. Psalm 68:8, 
“The earth shook, the heavens poured down rain, before God, the One of Sinai, before God, the 
God of Israel.” 

False gods also become powerless before him. Isaiah 19:1, A prophecy against Egypt: See, the 
Lord rides on a swift cloud and is coming to Egypt. The idols of Egypt tremble before him, and 
the hearts of the Egyptians melt with fear.” 

Fear and trembling are proper responses before the One who controls all creation. Jeremiah 5:22, 
“Should you not fear me?” declares the Lord. Should you not tremble in my presence? I made 
the sand a boundary for the sea, an everlasting barrier it cannot cross. The waves may roll, but 
they cannot prevail; they may roar, but they cannot cross it. 



January 2, 2021 

                   PRESENCE OF GOD #2 

God's presence provides comfort in times of trouble or anxiety. Joshua 1:5, “No one will be able 
to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.”  

The downcast seek him and find encouragement and strength to Praise Him. Psalm 42:5, “Why, 
my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet 
praise him, my Savior and my God.” 

God also displayed His presence at a place of worship. The Israelites brought their sacrifices to 
the tabernacle — and later the temple because God chose to establish His name there. 
Deuteronomy 14:23, “Eat the tithe of your grain, new wine and olive oil, and the firstborn of 
your herds and flocks in the presence of the Lord your God at the place he will choose as a 
dwelling for his Name, so that you may learn to revere the Lord your God always.” Worshipers 
experienced a special closeness to the Lord in such a place. Inside the place of worship, the bread 
of the Presence reminded Israel of God's nearness. II Chronicles 4:19, “Solomon also made all 
the furnishings that were in God’s temple: the golden altar; the tables on which was the bread of 
the Presence;” 

When Solomon dedicated the temple, the manifestation of God's glorious presence prevented 
priests from fulfilling their usual duties. 1 Kings 8:10-11, “When the priests withdrew from the 
Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of the Lord. And the priests could not perform their 
service because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled his temple.”  

The Bible describes heaven as a place filled with God's presence. Angels stand in God's presence 
and act on his authority as he directs them. Luke 1:19, “The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I 
stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good 
news.” Christ completed his earthly ministry by entering "heaven itself, now to appear for us in 
God's presence." Hebrews 9:24, For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with human hands that 
was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s 
presence.” Since heaven is the highest, most exalted place of all, it is fitting that God display his 
presence there.



January 3, 2020 

EXPERIENCING GOD’S PRESENCE IS WONDERFUL 

Psalm 84:1-2 (NIV), “How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty! My soul yearns, 
even faints, for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.”  

What a wonderful experience to be in God’s presence and nothing else matters. The ecstasy of 
His Spirit being poured out upon you. 

A time I shall never forget. It was about 2 am on a Saturday morning and I get a call from a 
friend that had been in a powerful meeting where God’s presence was tangible. I was awakened 
by my phone ringing and was startled by being awaken that early in the morning. When I 
answered the phone, my friend said to me, “Wake up, I’m pregnant.” Of course, I woke up 
because she was past the child-bearing age. She begins to share with me about the meeting she 
was in and how God’s presence was so strong in the meeting and how she was still feeling His 
presence on her. While talking to her I begin to experience His presence as well coming through 
the phone line. 

For the next 4-5 days God’s presence stayed on me all thru the day, while at work, while at 
home, while in the marketplace, no matter where I went or what I did, His presence was on me in 
a tangible way. I did not have a care in the world and yes there was still challenges, but they did 
not hinder me or cause me to fret or worry because I was in the presence of God. People could 
sense His presence when they were around me, even though they did not know what it was. One 
of my coworkers came to my desk during that time and she was starting to speak to me when 
suddenly she turned and hurried back to her desk. I got up to follow her to find out why she had 
left so abruptly. “She said to me your face is glowing and it scared me.”  She is now serving and 
loving God.  

I experienced a transfer of God’s presence that morning. How wonderful is His dwelling place, 
how wonderful to live a life in His Presence every day! 

God desires for us to live heaven on earth daily. As we acknowledge His presence and invite Him 
into our day we will go from glory to glory. 
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MOUNTAIN MOVER 

I have had many jobs in my lifetime. I started my first paying job when I was only 14 years old. I 
was selected to participate in a summer job program. My boss and all the other employees were 
very nice, and everyone worked together. We were a great team.  

When I entered the adult world of work, things were different. I had an experience with a 
supervisor that kept me on my knees. She had a problem with everything that I did. I worked on 
a manufacturing production line. The faster you worked, the more money you made. I must 
admit that I was amazingly fast and could make my production quota in a few hours. Having an 
employee that was productive should have made her happy but instead she was always in my 
face about this or that.  

I was learning how to pray the word of God over situations in my life. It seemed at this time in 
my walk that I could pray, and God would move swiftly on my behalf. One night I was reading 
the word and I saw a particular scripture that spoke to me, I recited the scripture over my work 
situation: “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go throw yourself into the sea,’ and 
does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for 
them.” Mark 11:23. I wanted her to go away and leave me alone. When I recited that scripture, I 
had a peace that surpassed my understanding to flood my soul.  The very next morning, my 
supervisor came in and quit without any explanation. 

Several months later I was at the mall and my now former supervisor approached me. My natural 
man was ready to give her something that wasn’t Godly, but my spirit man took over and gave 
me peace. As she approached me, she was smiling. I thought that she had mistaken me for 
someone else because the last time I saw her, she was very mean to me. She walked up to me and 
began to cry. She told me that she was so sorry for how she had treated me. She shared with me 
that she was once saved but had backslidden and every time she looked at me, she saw Christ. 
She was in a dark place and the light of Christ was shining so brightly through me that she lashed 
out at me to extinguish the light. I praise God that I never retaliated against her when she was 
being mean to me. I thank God for His presence in my life. He is the calm during a storm.  

Scriptures:  

Mark 11:23     Joshua 23:10 

Psalms 55:22     Proverbs 30:5 

By: Bridgette Cook 
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DESIRING MORE OF GOD’S GLORY 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord" (Luke 4:18-19).  
You and I as believers have a responsibility to take the reality of God's power to those who 
are in need. All the anointing and power we will ever need to produce a mighty revival 
throughout this earth is available to the Body of Christ right now. I believe we are 
standing on the brink of a great move of God and a mighty outpouring of His Spirit.  
I was just a child when the great healing revivals began in the 1940s. Those revivals didn't 
come because people just sat around, saying, "Revival is coming! Revival is coming!" No, 
those revivals came because men and women of God set their faces like flint toward the 
Lord and sought Him with all of their hearts.  
God's glory is revealed when men and women seek God's glory and prepare themselves 
before Him to be channels of His glory to bless mankind. And as my dad, Rev. Kenneth E. 
Hagin, has said many times, preparation time is never wasted time.  
I remember as a child how Dad would spend hours on end in prayer, seeking God because 
he sensed there was something more to come in the move of God upon the earth. Dad 
never prayed for the Lord to use him or to put him at the forefront of the next wave of 
revival. But he did pray, "Lord, make me a blessing wherever I go." Dad hungered with all 
of his being for the glory of God to be revealed and the plan of God to be consummated on 
the earth.  
Many in the Body of Christ have the mistaken idea that God has only chosen certain 
ministers to seek His face and to be vessels of His glory and power in the earth today. But 
God is beckoning all believers everywhere to draw near to Him and become men and 
women of destiny in this hour, fulfilling God's plan in the earth.  
So don't leave "seeking God" for someone else to do. The Bible says, "The glory of this 
latter house shall be greater than of the former..." (Hag. 2:9). Great men and women of 
God from yesteryear have lived and died, having blazed a trail before us. They tasted some 
of the glory which is yet to be revealed to us, and they were faithful to pass on the vision - 
the torch of revival which burned so deeply in their hearts.  
Who will dare to pay the price to take the reality of God's power and glory to those in 
need? Revival comes when there is revival in men's and women's hearts. So let us run the 
race and finish the course that God has set before us. We need to diligently seek God's 
face, keeping the torch lit and the flame of revival burning brightly in our hearts.  

By: Kenneth Hagin Jr
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No Voice Mail in the Throne Room 

“I am constant in prayer.” Romans 12:12 AMP 

Have you ever called out to God and received an answer like this?... “Hello, this is God. I’m 
away from the throne right now. But if you leave a number and a brief message at the sound of 
the beep, I will return your call.” 

Of course not! God is on call 24 hours a day every day. He is always ready to listen and respond 
to you. You never get voice mail when you call God. Never! Even at 3 o’clock in the morning. 
He is right there, ready to visit with you. 

In fact, He sent His Spirit to live in you so He could communicate with you every moment of the 
day. 

If you haven’t already done so, it’s time you woke up to that fact and started taking advantage of 
it! Set aside special time to pray and commune with God every day. 

I’ll never forget when I first began to do that without fail. It was after I had heard a prophecy 
given by a man of God. At that time John was just a teenager, and I was concerned about him. He 
wasn’t a bad boy, but was doing things I knew he shouldn’t do. 

A word from the Lord said that if we’d spend just an hour or two in fellowship with Him each 
day, all would be well. 

You know, just an hour or two a day is not very much to invest in order to have everything in 
your life be well. And I can vouch for the fact that it really works because today, all is well in our 
lives. All of our children, including John, are dedicated to the Lord and serving Him with us in 
ministry. 

So make a quality decision to spend time with God every day. I guarantee, when you call out to 
Him, you won’t get voice mail!  

By: Gloria Copeland 
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PUT YOUR POWER TOOLS TO WORK 

“When I agree with another in prayer about anything that we ask, it shall be done for us by our Father in 
heaven.” Matthew 18:19 NAS 

The prayer of agreement is one of the most powerful tools God has given us as believers. It is the prayer 
that Jesus Himself guaranteed would bring results every time. It’s especially powerful in marriages. When 
a husband and wife come into agreement about something, it is so powerful! 

But sometimes couples don’t seem to be getting results. Maybe you and your spouse have prayed the 
prayer of agreement, perhaps over your finances or your children, and nothing appears to be happening. I 
have found, when that occurs, that the problem usually lies in four areas. 

1) Run a harmony check. The word agreement in Matthew 18:19 can also be translated “to 
harmonize or make a symphony.” When the members of a symphony are tuning their instruments, 
the sound isn’t much to hear. But when they all begin to harmonize, the sound they make is 
tremendously powerful, unstoppable force. That’s why Satan fights Christian families. That’s why 
he doesn’t want men and women unified in marriage. He wants us fussing and fighting all the 
time because he knows it will hinder our prayers (I Peter 3:7). 

2) Establish your heart on God’s Word. The prayer of agreement should be based on the Word. Find 
scriptures that cover your request. That word from God is the faith foundation of your prayer. 
Now you are agreeing on something God has already said. 

3) Fix your mind on the Word. Soak your mind in it. Keep it before your eyes. When the devil tells 
you something contrary to the Word, speak. Bring every thought captive (II Corinthians 10:5). 
Think of what the Bible says (Philippians 4:8). 

4) Act as if it’s done. This is where many people miss it. You have to act on your faith. Don’t leave 
your prayer closet and start wringing your hands and speaking fear and unbelief. Speak the 
desired end result. Speak what you just agreed on. Refuse to act like that issue is a problem 
anymore. When someone ask you about it, say: “Glory to God, that issued is handled. We have 
agreed in prayer. God is honoring our agreement. And as far as we’re concerned, that problem is 
behind us.” 

The prayer of agreement is a powerful tool. So don’t despair if you’re not seeing results. Go through this 
list and check your heart. Then, put your power tools to work! 

By: Kenneth Copeland
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THE REALITY OF GOD’S PRESENCE 

“Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to 
heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!” Psalm 139:7-8 KJV 

It’s a troubling truth in Christianity today that many believers don’t know about or aren’t 
experiencing continual encounter with the real, manifest presence of God. The Bible contains 
story after story of life-changing, world-altering encounters with the reality of God’s presence. 
From Moses and the tent of meeting to the disciples at Pentecost, we continually read about God 
supernaturally encountering His people in real, transformative ways. Jesus died so that we might 
walk in communion with our heavenly Father not only in heaven, but here on this earth. Biblical 
characters modeled what it was to experience God consistently in both the New and Old 
Testaments. God, in His desire to have restored relationship with you, has made the reality of His 
presence fully available to you. Through the death of Christ there is nothing separating you from 
Him. Let’s take time to focus on the biblical basis for encountering God. Open your heart and 
mind to the truth about God’s nearness and allow your faith to be stirred for all the ways your 
heavenly Father would transform your life through encounters with Him. 

Scripture is clear that God is Omnipresent and His presence can be tangible to us. David 
describes God’s presence this way: “In your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand 
are pleasures forevermore.” Psalm 16:11 

There is no doubt in looking at Scripture that God’s presence is real, good, and available to us. 
Rest in the truth of that for a moment. You can consistently enter into the tangible presence of 
your heavenly Father anywhere and anytime. Have faith today that God created you to 
experience Him. Encountering His presence is made possible entirely by His grace, so it is 
available apart from any good or bad thing you do. But, know that God will never force His 
presence on you. He only fills up what is open and ready to receive. He sweetly calls you to meet 
with Him and waits for you to make space in your life to receive what He longs to give. 

There is no more life-giving pursuit you can embark on than the pursuit of God’s presence. 
Spending time resting in Him is meant to be the satisfaction that lays a foundation for you to live 
the life of abundance made available to you through Jesus. Your role in encountering God is 
simply seeking Him. If you will make time to encounter Him, open your heart, and have faith in 
His word, then you will discover the wellspring of life, joy, love, and transformation that is the 
presence of our heavenly Father.  
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DEPENDENT ON GOD’S PRESENCE 

But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. Isaiah 40:31 

There is no thrill for us in walking, yet it is the test for all our steady and enduring qualities. To 
“walk and not faint” is the highest stretch possible as a measure of strength. The word walk is 
used in the Bible to express the character of a person— “…John…looking at Jesus as He 
walked…said, ‘Behold the Lamb of God!’  John 1:35-36 There is nothing abstract or obscure in 
the Bible; everything is vivid and real. God does not say, “Be spiritual,” but He says, “Walk 
before Me…” “When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to 
him, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless.” Genesis 17:11 

When we are in an unhealthy condition either physically or emotionally, we always look for 
thrills in life. In our physical life this leads to our efforts to counterfeit the work of the Holy 
Spirit; in our emotional life it leads to obsessions and to the destruction of our morality; and in 
our spiritual life, if we insist on pursuing only thrills, on mounting up “with wings like eagles” 
Isaiah 40:31, it will result in the destruction of our spirituality. 

Having the reality of God’s presence is not dependent on our being in a particular circumstance 
or place but is only dependent on our determination to keep the Lord before us continually. Our 
problems arise when we refuse to place our trust in the reality of His presence. The experience 
the psalmist speaks of— “Therefore we will not fear, even though the earth be removed, and 
though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;” Psalm 46:2. It will be ours once we 
are grounded on the truth of the reality of God’s presence, not just a simple awareness of it, but 
an understanding of the reality of it. Then we will exclaim, “He has been here all the time!” At 
critical moments in our lives, it is necessary to ask God for guidance, but it should be 
unnecessary to be constantly saying, “Oh, Lord, direct me in this, and in that.” Of course, He 
will, and in fact, He is doing it already! If our everyday decisions are not according to His will, 
He will press through them, bringing restraint to our spirit. Then we must be quiet and wait for 
the direction of His presence. 

By: Oswald Chambers 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40:31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+46:2
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Christ: The Door Into God's Presence 

“Since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, His body, . . . Let us draw near to God with 
a sincere heart in full assurance of faith.” Hebrews 10:19–22 

But no one, unaided, has found a way back…  

And then Jesus came to live among mankind. The inspired record has Him saying, "I have come 
to do your will, O God" (Hebrews 10:7). After His death and resurrection, He opened a new and 
consecrated way back into the presence of God. He blazed the trail as our divine Mediator. 
Through faith in Him, all who yearn to may enter again the very presence of God. 

And there in that Presence, Jesus is our great High Priest and Mediator. Because He wears our 
human nature, He welcomes us, His brothers and sisters to share His position in the heavenlies. 

In this context we should consider our justification and our acceptance by the living, holy God. 
In our Christian faith we understand that God laid on Christ the iniquity of us all. Theologians 
sometimes call this the "transfer of guilt," and I believe what the Bible says about it. 

At what tremendous personal cost Christ opened for us the living way into the very presence of 
God! Through Christ we may come directly into that presence knowing that Christ has taken our 
sin and clothed us in His righteousness. 

Lord Jesus, You gave Yourself for me. You have opened to me the living way into the presence of 
the Father, You and the Spirit. 

By: AW Tozer 
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How Can We Feel God's Presence? 

“If you love Me, keep My commandments.  And I will pray the Father, and He will give you 
another Helper, that He may abide with you forever, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with 
you and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. A little while longer and 
the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. At that 
day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. He who has My 
commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by 
My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” John 14:15-21 
Jesus' disciples were upset. For three years they had been with Jesus. They had walked with Him 
and talked with Him. And now He was about to leave. How could they possibly go on without 
Him? How could they face the challenges of life without His daily presence? In His farewell 
address the Lord Jesus put the disciples' minds at ease. He told them that His returning to the 
Father was for their good. “Nevertheless, I tell you the truth it is to your advantage that I go 
away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to 
you.” (John 16:7)  
He promised to send the Holy Spirit, who would live in them and teach them about living for 
God. And through the Spirit they would be able to enjoy God's presence always. Through the 
Holy Spirit you and I can experience God's presence every moment of the day. All we must do is 
ask. As Jesus says in Luke 11:13, "If you ... know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" The most 
important prayer we can pray each day is to ask for the all-powerful presence and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit.  
When we have the Holy Spirit guiding us each day, we will not only experience God's presence 
in our own lives, but we will also be able to show God's presence to others as we live God's way, 
displaying the fruits of the Spirit. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. (Galatians 
5:22-23) 

Lord God, please fill us with your Holy Spirit and help us to show in our lives the fruit of the 
Spirit. We ask all this in Jesus name. Amen. 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/John%252016.7
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Luke%252011.13
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Gal%25205.22-23
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Gal%25205.22-23


January 12, 2021 

The Glory of God Inside You	
Earthly manifestations of God's glory did not end the day on the mountain with Moses.  
 
A few months after Jesus' death, resurrection, and ascension to heaven, an event occurred 
that was unprecedented in the history of the world. It was an event that would make the 
glory, presence, and power of God available to you and me. We read about it in Acts, 
Chapter 2: 
And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sitting.  
 
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance.  
(Acts 2:1-4) 
On this remarkable day, the Spirit of Almighty God was poured out upon man. Up to that 
point, the Holy Ghost had only rested upon man for short periods of time. Now the Spirit 
was available to abide within man, indwelling them 24-hours-a-day and supercharging 
them with the power of God.  
 
Moments after the event just described had occurred, the apostle Peter preached a Holy 
Ghost-inspired sermon to explain what had taken place: 
But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, "Ye men of 
Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my 
words: For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day.  
 
"But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; and it shall come to pass in the last 
days, saith God, 'I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams: and on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of 
my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.'"  
(Acts 2:14-18) 
Pentecost brought a whole new dimension to experiencing the presence of God.  
 
In fact, it almost brings us full circle to where Adam was before the Fall. Adam had the 
life of God inside himself; so too can we, as believers, have the life of God inside us.  

By: Creflo Dollar 
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WALK IN THE GLORY 

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection" (Phil. 3:10).  

Within the spirit of every born-again child of God, there is a divine hunger. That hunger cannot be 
satisfied either by the things of this world or by the theologies of religion. It is not a desire that fades with 
time. On the contrary, the longer we walk with God, the stronger it grows.  

The Apostle Paul walked in more revelation knowledge than any man except Jesus, yet when he wrote his 
Philippian partners, he expressed a spiritual hunger that was so powerful it completely overshadowed 
everything else in his life: "I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ, the 
Anointed; Jesus my Lord and His Anointing…That I may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection" (Phil. 3:8-10).  

When you read those words, you can see exactly what Paul desired…a deeper revelation of the Anointed 
One and His Anointing…and to know the power of His Resurrection. What is the power of His 
Resurrection?  

According to Romans 6:3-4, Jesus was raised from the dead by the Glory of God. So the power of the 
Resurrection is actually the Glory. Paul's burning desire was to know Jesus, the Anointed One and His 
Anointing…and to know the Glory of God!  

The Glory is the most awe-inspiring subject in the Bible. It's so big you have to read the Old and New 
Testaments front to back to begin to get insight into it. In Exodus 33:18, Moses cried out to God to show 
him His Glory. God replied, "I will make all my goodness pass before thee" (v. 19). God's Glory is also 
His goodness. God's Glory is Himself!  

Jesus is filled with and surrounded by the Glory and all that it is. All life. All goodness. He is untouchable 
by death ever again. He walks in all authority both spiritually and physically in heaven and in earth.   

Everything man has and everything God has all rolled up into one Being with the Glory of God flowing in 
His veins - that's Jesus. And we are destined to be conformed to His image. We're headed toward the same 
fullness of Glory! That's why Jesus died for us. That's why He was raised again - so He could bring many 
sons unto Glory! (Heb. 2:10).  

Romans 3:23 says, "For all have sinned, and come short of the Glory of God." But praise God, Jesus took 
our sin and bore the penalty of it. Therefore, we can know the Glory. We can partake of the Glory. We can 
let it permeate our lives and change everything! Get in on it. Get an understanding of it. Walk in the 
Glory!  

Speak the Word: I am determined to know Jesus and the power of His resurrection. (Phil. 3:10) 

By: Kenneth Copeland
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God’s Pattern, God’s Glory 

For my birthday one year, an intern of ours who was an exceptional artist presented 
me with a beautiful picture she had painted. It’s really a lovely painting, but as 
lovely as it was, it was unsigned. So, I asked her to please sign it. Her signature 
said it was indeed her work and finished. A true artist won’t sign a painting if 
somebody else does the work on his or her painting.  

God signed the tabernacle and the temple with His glory. God’s glory is His 
signature on the work of art He has created!  

When God created the world, He didn’t use what already existed on earth as a 
pattern. He created things that had never existed before by His Word. When it came 
to making man, God didn’t use a pattern of anything He had made previously on any 
other day of creation. The pattern God used to make man was Himself. “God said, 
‘Let us make human beings in our image to be like us.”  

The two dwelling places God commissioned to be built in the Old Testament 
illustrate the fact that God did not use earthly patterns. We also see that God is very 
specific about what He wants and how He wants it. 

Acts 7:44 says that the Tabernacle was constructed according to the pattern God 
showed Moses. It wasn’t constructed according to any design that Moses had seen in 
Egypt. Moses didn’t use Egyptian architecture to build the tabernacle. It was a new 
plan. It came from heaven—not from Egypt. God gave Moses this warning in 
Exodus 25:40, “Be sure that you make everything according to the pattern I have 
shown you….” In Egypt? No! “…on the mountain.”  

The tabernacle was not some kind of concoction that emerged from a group 
discussion or a special committee assigned to come up with what it should look like. 
No, God took Moses away from every other influence, up onto the mountain of God, 
and there, God gave him the pattern of the original that came from heaven itself. 
God had a pattern in Himself, and He showed it to Moses.  

As a result, both were filled with the glory of God upon their completion. God never 
fills man’s plans with His glory. Man may even dedicate his plan to God. Still, He 
won’t fill it with His glory. The only thing that God fills with His glory is what 
comes from Him. If man does the work, God won’t take the credit (Psalm 127:1).  

God’s glory is His signature on the work of art He has created! Do you want the 
glory of God on your life as well? It comes on a life that represents and reflects 
Him – a life made in the image of God Himself. 

By: Patsy Camentti
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THE GLORY OF GOD 

“The Lord our God has shown us his glory.” Deuteronomy 5:24 

God's great design in all His works is the manifestation of His own glory. Any aim less than this 
would be unworthy of Himself. 

But how shall the glory of God be manifested to such fallen creatures as we are? Man's eye is not 
single in its focus; he always has a side glance toward his own honor, has too high an estimate of 
his own powers, and so is not qualified to behold the glory of the Lord. It is clear, then, that self 
must stand out of the way, that there may be room for God to be exalted. And this is the reason 
why He often brings His people into straits and difficulties, that, being made conscious of their 
own folly and weakness, they may be fitted to behold the majesty of God when He comes to 
work their deliverance. He whose life is one even and smooth path will see but little of the glory 
of the Lord, for he has few occasions of self-emptying and hence but little fitness for being filled 
with the revelation of God. They who navigate little streams and shallow creeks know but little 
of the God of tempests; but they who are "doing business on the great waters"1 see "his 
wondrous works in the deep."2 Among the huge waves of bereavement, poverty, temptation, and 
reproach, we learn the power of Jehovah, because we feel the littleness of man. 

Thank God, then, if you have been led by a rough road: It is this that has given you your 
experience of God's greatness and loving-kindness. Your troubles have enriched you with a 
wealth of knowledge to be gained by no other means: Your trials have been the crevice of the 
rock in which Jehovah has set you, as He did His servant Moses, that you might behold His glory 
as it passed by. Praise God that you have not been left to the darkness and ignorance that 
continued prosperity might have involved, but that in the great fight of affliction you have been 
qualified for the outshining of His glory in His wonderful dealings with YOU.

1) Psalm 107:23 
2) Psalm 107:24 

Author Unknown 
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LEARNING TO HEAR THE SPIRIT OF GOD 

Christians can limit their spiritual growth by not doing their part to grow spiritually. For 
example, when the Holy Spirit prompts them to spend time praying in tongues, they often 
override that leading and go about their daily lives. They never learn to develop in the scriptural 
scope of speaking in other tongues as God intends. 

What is your part in growing spiritually? The truth is, the Bible tells you to do some things that 
will impact your life in God. If you’ll obey God and do your part, you’ll discover the 
supernatural power praying in tongues affords! 

A key to developing ourselves spiritually is found in Isaiah 40:31: “They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength. . . .” 

Continual renewals of your spirit come by spending time before God. When you wait before 
Him, praying in the Spirit not only refreshes and renews your inner man, it also affects your 
mind and physical being. 

One benefit of waiting on the Lord is that you’ll begin to discern the voice of the Spirit. As you 
wait in God’s presence praying in other tongues, He will speak to your spirit. The Holy Spirit is a 
guide, and He is in you. He will speak a sure word for you to follow. 

ISAIAH 30:21 

21 And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye 
turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left. 

People often say to me, “Tell me how I can know the voice of the Holy Spirit.” 

This is my answer: “I can’t do that. You’ll have to learn the voice of the Holy Spirit for yourself
—which you can do because He dwells in you.” 

“How can I tell if it’s really the Holy Spirit talking to me?” 

When a person asks that question, it tells me he hasn’t become acquainted with the One Who 
lives in him. He doesn’t know His voice. That person needs to spend time waiting before God. If 
he will stay in God’s presence long enough, he won’t have to ask anyone to tell him how to 
discern the Holy Spirit’s voice! 

If a person doesn’t spend time in God’s presence each day, telling him what I know wouldn’t 
help. He would still miss what the Holy Spirit is trying to tell him! 

By: Kenneth Hagin Sr
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ANOINTED FOR SERVICE 

The New Testament Greek words for “anoint” are chrio, which means “to smear or rub with oil” 
and, by implication, “to consecrate for office or religious service”; and aleipho, which means “to 
anoint.”  

In Bible times, people were anointed with oil to signify God’s blessing or call on that person’s 
life (Exodus 29:7; Exodus 40:9; 2 Kings 9:6; Ecclesiastes 9:8; James 5:14). A person was 
anointed for a special purpose—to be a king, to be a prophet, to be a builder, etc. There is 
nothing wrong with anointing a person with oil today. We just have to make sure that the purpose 
of anointing is in agreement with Scripture. Anointing should not be viewed as a "magic potion." 
The oil itself does not have any power. It is only God who can anoint a person for a specific 
purpose. If we use oil, it is only a symbol of what God is doing. 
 
Another meaning for the word anointed is "chosen one." The Bible says that Jesus Christ was 
anointed by God with the Holy Spirit to spread the Good News and free those who have been 
held captive by sin (Luke 4:18-19; Acts 10:38). After Christ left the earth, He gave us the gift of 
the Holy Spirit (John 14:16). Now all Christians are anointed, chosen for a specific purpose in 
furthering God’s Kingdom (1 John 2:20). "Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has 
anointed us is God, who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee" (2 
Corinthians 1:21-22). 

When God anoint or call you for service you do not need to compete with another person, His 
anointing is on you for the task and no one else can do it like you can. And no one else will be as 
effective as you are because you were chosen for the job. We do nor need to compete for title or 
position, but we must walk in love toward one another that our anointing will always be 
effective. When we stay in love, we will always carry the anointing of God, but discord will 
drive Him (the Holy Spirit) away. 

Holy Spirit, I welcome you into my life today to help me to love the way Christ has taught me to 
love, even my enemies. Lord, I desire your Spirit more than what is happening to me, help me in 
Jesus name and thank you. 
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WHAT IS DANCING IN THE SPIRIT? 

Dancing in the Spirit is a manifestation of the Holy Spirit in a believer. This manifestation by 
itself is not an indication of greater spirituality. If this experience happens, it is because the 
worshiper has become so enriched with God’s Presence that the Spirit takes control of physical 
motions as well as the spiritual and emotional being. It must also be clearly distinguished from 
social dancing and from choreographed or orchestrated dancing. 

Psalm 149:3 tells us to “Praise His Name with the dance, with tambourine and lyre (string 
instrument).” I offer my praise and worship to the Lord through dancing in the spirit. I don’t do it 
as part of a congregational worship. For me, this is just a form of expressing my joy, of bringing 
glory to God, not to self. We dance (in the spirit) for several reasons. 

I also dance in the spirit for celebration of victory over my spiritual battles. The tambourine is an 
instrument of warfare, especially in the spiritual world. The Bible tells us in Isaiah 30:32 that 
God fights our enemies to the sound of the tambourine. Every time we strike the tambourine, it is 
a direct blow to our enemy and that includes anything that the devil has a stronghold. The 
tambourine is like a double-edged sword in our hand, and therefore, as God’s children, we can 
achieve victory easily. 

When we use the tambourine, lyres and/or other stringed instruments in dancing and in worship, 
we are redeeming those instruments for heavenly worship. When we worship in obedience to the 
scriptures, we give God the high praises from His perspective, and we receive power of a double-
edged sword in our hands. 

Dancing in the Spirit is also meant to edify the body of Christ and minister to the saints. It may 
even minister to the lost if God wants to use you that way. It must be Spirit-led, and not be a 
performance. The Holy Spirit (presence of God) can direct the body to enter into a higher place 
of worship. 

By: Merrylu
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THE CHIEF EVIDENCE OF THE MANIFEST PRESENCE OF GOD 

Nearly every account of great revival includes comments about the manifest presence of God. The 

biblical terminology is the outpouring of the Spirit (Ezek. 39:29; Acts 2:17). What is the chief evidence 

that God has manifested His presence? Namely one: God-consciousness! 

There is a difference between God’s omnipresence and His manifest presence. Yes, God is everywhere 

present. But even though that is an actual fact, many people are not aware of His presence. God is not in 

their thoughts. But when God manifests His presence, everyone in that vicinity becomes aware of the 

presence of God. In the New Testament economy the manifestation of God’s presence is spiritual, not 

physical, but it is just as real as if it were physical. This manifest presence of God makes everyone with a 

spirit—every human being saved or unsaved—conscious of God. 

One of my earlier experiences of God’s manifest presence took place in the Philippines. Mike Redick had 

invited me to join him for conference ministry at a church in Mindanao. Several days into our time I 

suggested to Mike that we needed to call for a special prayer meeting. He then suggested we pray for God 

to move the pastor to call for this prayer meeting without our mentioning it to him. So we prayed. That 

night at the conclusion of the service, the pastor, who is a shy man, came running up to the platform and 

said he felt led of God to call for a special prayer meeting to convene at 9:00 that evening. 

Perhaps twenty-five or so folks came. Then God came! The presence of God became so real that many 

who were seated got down on their knees. Those who were already on their knees got down further. 

Confession and earnest heart cry marked the night. We dismissed at 11:15 and most people did not leave 

until midnight because they were so enthralled with meeting with God. 

Both the pastor and the head deacon said the next day that they had never been in a prayer meeting like 

that. The Spirit was purging as sins were confessed. One night, the presence of God became so real that 

many of us got down flat on our faces before God. Even though it was a dusty cement floor, you got down 

and it seemed your shirt buttons were in the way. 

The Scripture says we should “seek His face [presence] continually.” This is seeking God, not the 

sensational. God knows what is appropriate for the occasion. Do you long for and pray for God to 

manifest His presence? 

By: John Van Gelderen
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WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GOD’S MANIFEST PRESENCE & 
OMNIPRESENCE? 

The omnipresence of God explains how He is everywhere all at once, while the manifest 
presence of God is His presence made clear. The omnipresence of God can exist without our 
awareness, but the manifest presence cannot, for the point manifest presence of the Lord is that 
our awareness of Him is awakened to reality as defined by Him. 

Examples of God’s Manifest Presence & Omnipresence 

In Psalm 71, David prays in the midst of his challenges to the Lord because he knows God 
knows him. His prayer in Psalm 71:20-21 is powerful. See, the presence of the Lord was hidden 
for a time in his life, and it was a time of “troubles, and calamities” (Psalm 71:20). Even so, 
David trusted the Lord and His presence, which was a comfort to him (Psalm 71:21). 

We could also consider Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. It might seem like they were at the 
mercy of King Nebuchadnezzar. What Nebuchadnezzar didn’t understand was the omnipresence 
of God when he threw the men into the burning furnace. When Nebuchadnezzar did that the 
manifest presence of God showed up Daniel 3:24-25 tells us. Understanding this helps us grab 
hold of how the manifest presence of the Lord became discernible to the pagan king. 

The omnipresent nature of God applies to the Trinity: The Father (Isaiah 66:1); Son (John 1:48), 
and Holy Spirit (Psalm 139:7-8). As we talk about the omnipresence of God, we are not talking 
about the promise of a unique experience. Instead, we are talking about the result of His 
interaction with the people of God that is unmistakable, along with how the people of God 
experience God Himself. Each person of the Trinity has made Himself present in the lives of 
specific individuals. 

On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was made manifest to Christians in the Upper Room (Acts 2:2-4). 
This resulted in the manifest presence through the Holy Spirit in the lives of the disciples turning 
the world upside-down (Acts 17:6) 

Sometimes the presence of God is not clear or evident to the human eye or spirit. Christians are 
not called to walk by sight but to live by faith, which is why Paul says we are to “live by faith, 
not by sight.” (2 Corinthians 5:7) 

By: Dave Jenkins
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Experiencing the Manifest Presence of God 

The manifest presence of God will bring change to us and in us. It will release the power of God 
among us. It will cause sinners to come to repentance. The manifest presence can be experienced 
in all of us. God can manifest Himself in various ways. It can be a strong encounter, a mighty 
release of His anointing on our lives, a dream, or a vision. It can also be an overwhelming 
feeling. 

To manifest means to show forth or make known, you will not always feel something physically, 
but you will feel it. It is to make something noticeable, to make something evident. In the New 
Testament, manifest means to cause to be seen, to display, to make known or reveal.  

God’s manifest presence is what believers see and what they know and learn of God. If you are 
to know God, you have to get a revelation. It is good to know about God, but He wants us to 
know of Him for ourselves. God wants to reveal Himself to us so we will draw closer to Him. 
God wants us to experience His manifest presence. His presence reveals the power of His 
presence and glory. 

There are three aspects of the presence of God. 
1. Omnipresence-God is always there. We might not realize it. David asked the question 

where can I go from your presence in Psalm 139? 
2. Personal Presence of God-God is living inside of us. We are temples of God and He lives 

in us (I Corinthians 3:16, 6:19) 
3. Manifest Presence of God-When God manifest His presence, He reveals His Glory. God 

wants us to move beyond just having a consciousness of Him but having a personal 
encounter. 

In the Old Testament God manifested Himself to chosen people for them to do specific things for 
Him, but in these days, He wants to manifest His presence to all of us. He doesn’t want us to just 
know of Him. He wants us to know Him where we can experience His glory just like Moses 
(Exodus 33:12-23). We must seek His face and His presence (Psalm 27:8). 

There are different manifestations of God’s presence and responses. Sometimes when we 
experience the manifest presence of God, some may begin to shake. When the presence of God 
hits you, you cannot stay still. The physical body reacts to His presence because His presence is 
more powerful than any high voltage. Some people cry others are too weak to stand. 

By: Dr. Stephen Holford
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SIGNS & WONDERS 

Our God is a God of wonders (Psalm 136:3-4). As the Creator and Sustainer of all that is, God 
has the power to suspend natural laws in order to fulfill His purposes. Miracles were a part of the 
ministries of Moses, Elijah and Elisha, and of course Jesus and the apostles, and their miracles 
primarily served the purpose of confirming their message as being from God (Hebrews 2:3-4). 
Today, many people still seek to experience the miraculous, and some will go to great lengths to 
have that experience. There may be many reasons for such a desire, here are two examples 
1. Some people seek after signs and wonders because they want confirmation of the truth of God. 
There is nothing inherently wrong with this desire. In fact, God willingly gave signs to Moses 
(Exodus 4:1-9) and Gideon (Judges 6:11-22) to confirm His word. Miracles can aid a person’s 
coming to faith, as in John 2:23, “Many people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and 
believed in his name.” 
 
However, there comes a time when enough miracles have been performed—the truth has been 
proved—and it is time to exercise faith. When Moses hesitated to obey after a series of miracles 
at the burning bush, “the LORD’s anger burned” (Exodus 4:14). 
 
Also, it is nobler in God’s sight to believe without needing a miracle. Jesus visited the 
Samaritans, and “because of His words many more became believers” (John 4:41, emphasis 
added). Just a few verses later, Jesus rebukes the Galileans: “Unless you people see miraculous 
signs and wonders . . . you will never believe” (John 4:48). Unlike the Samaritans, the people of 
Galilee required signs and wonders. 
 
2. Some people seek after signs and wonders because they do not believe the signs and wonders 
which have already been performed. The Pharisees of Matthew 12 were just such a lot. Jesus had 
been performing miracles for quite some time when a group of scribes and Pharisees came to 
Him with an insolent demand to see another sign. In response, Jesus condemned them as 
“wicked and adulterous” (Matthew 12:38-39). 

As we believe God for an outpouring of His Spirit and the miracles, signs and wonders will 
follow. 
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The Presence of God 

“The Report” 

Some years ago, my mom was diagnosed with stomach cancer. I remember that day, daughters 
and granddaughters crowded in a small office to hear the news from the oncologist. My daughter 
asked the question that the rest of wanted to ask but were afraid of the answer. She looked at the 
doctor and said, “how much time do we have left with our grandma”? The doctor looked at each 
of us and said the maximum is 7 weeks.  I repeated what the doctor had said to us, “seven 
weeks”. I was in disbelief. Immediately I found myself on an emotional rollercoaster. My first 
emotion was fear, then pain and finally anger. Yes, anger. I was mad at God. How could He allow 
this awful disease to touch my family; to attack my mom? We cried and held on to each other 
and vowed to make the next seven weeks the best that my mom could ever have.  

Later that night as I was in the shower (this is where I have a lot of conversations with the 
Father), I yelled at God, I accused Him of not loving me, and I pleaded with Him. During my 
tantrum, my Father said, “Why are you mad with me, I didn’t tell you that your mom had seven 
weeks to live”. I got still, turned off the water and listened. The Father then said, “Who’s report 
are you going to believe, the report from a man or the report from the Lord”? The Lord reminded 
me of His word: “For I know the plans I have for you” says the Lord. They are plans for good 
and not disaster, to give you a future and a hope”. Jeremiah 29:11 

This word absolutely set me free. I jumped out of the shower and called my siblings to share 
what God had told me. I kept screaming, mom will live and not die, my mama will live and not 
die. Praise God for allowing us to dwell in His presence. In His presence, joy abides.  

It was more than 10 years ago that we sat in the doctor’s office to get a bad report, but God has 
the final say. Our mother is living her best life yet. She will be 86 years old on January 1, 2021. 

Scriptures: 

Jeremiah 29:11 

Psalms 34:4 

Psalms 62:6 

Isaiah 65:24 

By: Bridgette Cook
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COURAGE IN YOUR PRESENCE 

                  
Have you ever noticed that the moment right before you have to do something God has asked you to do 
it's in that moment you are the most afraid? This was my exact feeling the moment I had to step out of my 
car to resign from my job after being there for 8 years. 

I had all of these thoughts, feelings, and emotions running through my head and in that moment I felt like 
nothing made sense. I remember asking God are you sure that this is what you want me to do? I told God 
I can't do this without you! I don't have the courage to do this. 

I sat there in the empty parking lot waiting for what seemed like hours for God to speak to me. Hoping 
and praying that somehow God would change his mind about what he had already said. Once God spoke 
his word to me I knew then I would have to follow his command.  

God said....”Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:9 NIV 

I took a deep breath and opened the car door but still hesitated to get out. I was waiting for yet another 
sign that it was time to take the leap. What I found in the midst of my waiting is that I found courage as I 
sat in Gods presence. I felt God's strength, peace, and joy that he was going to be with me as I was about 
to make the biggest transition of my life to walk fully in my calling as a Kingdom Entrepreneur.  

As I look back on that moment in my life I realize that we all have two choices to make when we are 
following God: 

1. We can follow Gods command just as he told Joshua to be strong and courageous as he was preparing 
to lead the Israelites into the promise land.  

2. Or we can be like those Israelites who never made it to the promise land because they were to focused 
on trying to go back to a place God delivered them from because they didn't have the courage to face the 
journey ahead. 

The courage you need to overcome your present and future challenges, your fears and your thoughts will 
be found in his presence. Follow his commands and take the leap. You don't need anymore signs or 
confirming words! Ask God for the courage. God promises us that wherever we go His presence will be 
right there with us. Remember the courage you need for this season will be found in His presence.  

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, 

I come asking you for the courage to follow your commands despite being afraid and discouraged. Help 
me to find the strength I need for this journey while I spend time in your presence.  

In Jesus name, Amen. 

By: Juneil Bettis  
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MY DREAM HOUSE 

Journaling has always been my go-to when I need to privately vent. It is so relaxing to write my thoughts, 
prayers, concerns, wishes, and dreams on paper. As I grow in my walk and rela>onship with the Lord, I 
find that wri>ng my thoughts, prayers, and praises down serve as a reminder of how great He is and how 
He loves and protects me.  

I started wri>ng love notes to the Lord about my “dream house”. I started a simple “wish list” and added 
to it for about three years. When my husband and I decided that it was >me to start looking for a larger 
house, we prayed and asked the Lord to order our steps from beginning to end. AFer looking at many 
houses, I finally saw the one that I knew was going to be ours. The layout was nice, it had a storage shed 
for hubby, a pond stocked with fish, a walking trail, and sat on 5 acres. The house itself did not have all 
the things on my “wish list” but I wanted it anyway. We went through the process and made an offer on 
the house that the owner could not refuse (at least that is what we thought). I was shocked when the 
realtor called and said that our offer was rejected and there was no counteroffer made. The realtor was 
also confused about the situa>on. At this point, I was >red of looking and disappointed about the 
outcome of our offer. Over the next week, we con>nued to seek the Father for guidance about the 
house.  

One night we were at a local grocery store and my husband saw an old friend and they started to talk. 
My husband shared with him about our experience with our house hun>ng and how we had made an 
offer on a house that was rejected by the seller. This friend informed us that the house had been sold 
and he told us how the house sold for 10,000 dollars less than what we offered. The owner did not want 
to sell to us because we were African American, and he was white.  That night while I was in the shower, 
I started to cry. I was talking to the Father about how it was so unfair to be treated a certain way because 
of your skin color. I was so upset, I cried for over 30 minutes. My heavenly Father gently spoke to me and 
said, “you are so silly, you have no idea the plans that I have for you, BE STILL my child and know that I 
am God”. I did not fully understand the plans, but I had learned how to be s>ll. The very next day, my 
husband wanted me to look at one more house. I was hesitant but agreed to “look”.  He texted me the 
address and I met him at the house. We walked in and my spirit was at peace, it felt like home. This 
house had so many bells and whistles and so much room. We fell in love with this house and decided to 
pray and ask our Father for direc>ons. We prayed specifically for a “God price”. We wanted to be specific 
this >me, so we prayed and asked for guidance on a low price and a maximum bid. My husband and I 
agreed on what we thought the Lord was saying to us as a low star>ng offer and a final offer if we had to 
counter. The next day I called the realtor and gave her the offer amount. The realtor thought that our 
offer was too low and that it might insult the sellers. I told her that we were obeying the Lord.  Two 
hours later our realtor called me and asked if I was siWng down, yes was my reply. She said, 
“congratula>ons, your offer was accepted”.  Being in the presence of God allows Him to order your steps. 
We offered more than $100,000 less than the asking price and the owners accepted our “God price”. We 
now reside in our dream house and yes it has everything that I asked the Father for on my wish list. 
Praise God for his awesomeness.  

Scriptures:  Ma[hew 7:7-8   Romans 12:14 
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I remember just like it was yesterday. I was driving on the interstate when out of nowhere it 
began to rain. It was raining so hard that I could not see the road. I immediately pulled off to the 
side to wait until the rain subsided. I was afraid to drive in the rain. My body was trembling, my 
mind was swirling and all I could do was cry. I cried and I asked God, “why”, “why”, “why” is it 
raining right now. I was on my way to Memphis TN to a court hearing. My ex-husband was 
suing me for custody of our two children. He did not want them to live with him, he just wanted 
to do whatever he felt would make me miserable. He had the best attorney that his money could 
buy; but I had Jesus.  As I sat there on the side of the road crying, the Spirit of the Lord spoke to 
me and told me to get back on the road and start driving. I remember audibly saying, “I am 
afraid”. The Lord spoke to me and said, “Fear not, for I am with you”. I recited a scripture that 
my sister had given me years ago to combat fear -The Lord has not given me a spirit of fear but 
of power, and of love, and of a sound mind (2 Tim. 1:7). I eased my car back onto the interstate 
and started to drive. I drove for about 500 feet and noticed that the sun was shining all around 
me. I looked in my rearview mirror and there was no trace of rain behind me or on the cars that 
passed me.  This was a message from God. I am so thankful that I made the decision to dwell in 
His presence. It was at this very moment that I realized that God was teaching me the importance 
of going through the storm. If I had not gotten back on the road, I would have been late for my 
appointment and my life would have turned out a lot differently. The Lord allowed me to go 
through a physical storm trusting Him so that I can now go through spiritual storms knowing that 
He will lead me through. Spiritually, we will all go through storms but our weapon for surviving 
is the presence of our God.  

Scriptures: 

2 Tim. 1:7, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 
sound mind.” 

2 Cor. 5:7, “For we walk by faith, not by sight:” 

Gen. 28:15, “And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, 
and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I 
have spoken to thee of.” 

By: Bridgette Cook 
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THE PRESENCE OF GOD 

“THE VISION” 

My morning routine includes quiet time with the Father. I love to recite some of the words from 
my favorite Psalm. “He that dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty” Psalm 91:1. My Saturday morning routine is to clean house and cook 
meals for the upcoming week. I was washing the breakfast dishes when suddenly the Holy Spirit 
spoke to me and said to pray. I knew that the voice I heard was the Lord but because I did not 
know what specifically to pray, I began to pray in the spirit. As I prayed, the Lord showed me a 
vision of my son, riding the four-wheeler. This was not unusual because on the weekends he 
would accompany my husband to the family’s land in the country to ride the four-wheeler. As the 
vision continued, the vehicle was flying and then flipped upside down and landed in the middle 
of a pond. My son was riding the four-wheeler. As I continued to pray, my husband called me 
and told me to come out to the country.  This was not an unusual request but there was something 
in his voice that concerned me. He told me to stop whatever I was doing and come now. As I was 
driving, I continued to pray. Once again, I saw the vision of my son going into the pond upside 
down on the four- wheeler. When I arrived in the country, I saw the four- wheeler in the pond, 
upside down but I did not see my son. At this very moment, I felt fear and dread rush into my 
spirit. The only word that would escape my mouth was JESUS. Before a tear could roll down my 
face, my son came from behind my husband’s truck. He was soaking wet. He later told the story 
of how he was riding the four -wheeler and instead of pressing the brake, he pressed the gas, and 
the vehicle went airborne and landed upside down in the pond. Although the vehicle landed on 
top of him, praise God he was able to get out of the pond safely and unhurt.  As a child of God, it 
is vital for us to dwell in His presence. The Lord was there to protect him and to rescue him.  
Being in the presence of the Lord is protection, shelter, peace, joy, and assurance.  

Scripture: Psalm 91 

By: Bridgette Cook 
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FINDING JOY IN HIS PRESENCE 

“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are 
pleasures forevermore.”  

When was the last time you had joy? My counselor asked. I pondered a moment and thought to 
myself I haven’t had real joy in months. Now don’t get me wrong I had plenty to be happy and 
thankful for but what I lacked was real joy. 

As I sat there and reflected on our conversation. I heard a gentle whisper say you’ll find your joy 
when you come back in my presence. 

I’m reminded of Psalm 16:11 that says, “You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is 
fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” NKJV 

There are so many good things that happen in the presence of God. We can find peace, healing, 
direction, and joy. Joy can be defined as: the emotion evoked by well-being, success, or good 
fortune or by the prospect of possessing what one desires.  

If I’m honest I hadn’t slowed down enough to realize that I hadn’t spent real time with the Lord, 
in the word or in prayer. If you’ve found yourself lately lacking real joy, run back to the presence 
of God. You will find everything you need there. 

Father God forgive me for not spending time with you. My desire is to experience the joy that is 
only found in you. Help me to make seeking you a priority. In Jesus name Amen. 

By: Shuneil Gadson
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THE SLAYING POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

“As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground.” 
John 18:6 

Are you one of those who are skeptical about the slaying power of the Holy Spirit? Allow me to 
share real life experiences. 

Maria Woodworth Etter was known as the Trance Evangelist. God would use her to pray for 
people and demonstrate His power often thru what was known back then as a trance, but today 
we would title it being slain in the Spirit or falling under the power of God. 

People would travel hundreds of miles to be healed by the power of God and often they would go 
into a trance or fall under the power of God and be in that state sometimes for several days. The 
same God back then is the God of today, but we must seek Him like the saints of old to get that 
kind of power in our lives. God has not changed, and His will is for us to have that same kind of 
relationship. We must hunger and thirst for Him because when we do, He promised that we 
would be filled.    

Matthew 28:1-4, “In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, 
came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a great 
earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone 
from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as 
snow:  And for fear of him the keepers did shake and became as dead men.” The Keepers, had 
encountered the power of God, who can stand in His presence? 

There is no need to fear God’s power, because when it is His power and NOT in the flesh you 
will not get hurt. It is such a time of refreshing being in His presence. I was in a church service 
and the Pastor was closing in prayer we were in a circle holding hands out of nowhere the power 
of God came and I fell backwards on a hard wooden pew with no one to catch me. Afterwards 
when I had gotten home the Pastor called to make sure I was OK because she stated that when I 
went backward, and my head hit the pew it made a very loud noise. I reported that I was fine and 
did not feel anything. God spoke to me about some of the things that was going on in my life 
during that time and I felt wonderful for days after that. It is going to be wonderful when we get 
to heaven to know that we can feel like that every moment and that He will never leave. 
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TRANSFORMED BY THE PRESENCE OF GOD 

Every one of us desires to improve himself in one area or another. You may desire to be a better 
parent, a better spouse, a better employee, or just a better Christian. 

As many believers have, you may have confessed scriptures, listened to sermons, read books, 
attended seminars, or talked to experts on whatever it is you want to change. While all of these 
approaches have merit, you may have overlooked a key element to godly change: spending time 
in the presence of God. 

First Samuel 10:6 says, “And the Spirit of the Lord will come upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy 
with them, and shalt be turned into another man.” The Spirit of God can and will come upon you 
and change you into a new person. 

By reading and studying God’s Word, you can know about God. But only by spending time in 
His presence can you get to know God. The difference is made in your approach to hearing the 
Word of God. Let me explain. 

Romans 12:1–2 says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And 
be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 

If you held a tennis ball in your hand and squeezed it, the shape of the ball would conform to the 
shape of your hand. But as you released the pressure, the ball would immediately restore back to 
its original shape. That is how many believers act toward the Word of God: Whenever they read 
a book, listen to a tape, or hear a sermon, they say, “Amen,” and agree with what is being said 
and may even agree that they need to make a change in their lives. However, when they leave 
that meeting or put down that book, the pressure is off, and they go back to life the way it was. 
No difference is made. 

If you merely conform to the Word preached, taught, or read, all you are doing is reacting to 
pressure. This indicates that you need to develop a closer relationship with the Father, because 
the truth of God’s Word in the hands of someone without an intimate relationship with Him can 
be a dangerous weapon. If you have knowledge about God without a relationship with Him, it 
will cause you to mishandle the Word causing damage to yourself and those around you. 

However, if you come to know God and have an intimate relationship with Him by spending 
time in His Presence, then whenever you hear the Word of God, it will become alive to you and 
make a lasting impression on you. Then, the Word of God will transform you. 

By: Jerry Weinzierl
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SEVEN FACTS ABOUT GOD’S PRESENCE 

1. Adam and Eve’s son Cain was the first man to walk away from the Lord’s presence (Genesis 
4:16). Compare #6 below. 

2. Isaac was the first patriarch to link the Lord’s presence and blessings (Genesis 27:7). This 
theme runs throughout the Law (Exodus 33:14 and 33:19 and Deuteronomy 12:7, 12:18, 14:23, 
14:26, and 27:7). It also runs throughout the New Testament (Acts 2:28 and 3:19-21 and 1 
Thessalonians 3:9). 

3. Moses was the first prophet to enter the Lord’s presence to speak with Him (Exodus 18:12, 
33:14, and 34:34). This was a picture of divine mission, strength, and courage (Deuteronomy 
31:7). 

4. Aaron was the first high priest to enter the Lord’s presence in the Tabernacle (Exodus 28:30). 
This also was a picture of service (Deuteronomy 18:7) and of entering God’s presence in 
heaven. 

5. Kings David and Solomon both linked the Lord’s presence and prayer (1 Kings 8:28, 2 
Chronicles 6:19, and Psalm 139:1-18 and 139:23-24). We see this reiterated in Ephesians 
3:12 and Hebrews 10:22. 

6. The Lord repeatedly equates His judgment as removal from His presence and blessing. We see 
this in 2 Kings 17:18-23, 23:27, 24:3, and 24:20. We also see this in Psalm 9:19 and 114:7, 
in Isaiah 2:10, 2:19-21 and 3:8, and in Jeremiah 5:22, 15:1 and 52:3. Jumping to the New 
Testament, we see this again in Matthew 25:41-46 and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

7. The apostle Paul linked together the Lord’s presence and His second coming in 1 
Thessalonians 2:19 and 3:13 and 2 Timothy 4:1. 
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